Inflexible fiberoptic bronchoscopy (FFB) is one ofthe ¦*¦ most important modalities for diagnostic and ther¬ apeutic purposes in intensive respiratory care, for children and for adults.1"8 FFB in an ICU is charac¬ terized by the following factors: (1) as patients are in a critical condition and most of them are ventilated, ventilatory assistance during FFB is frequently re¬ quired; (2) FFB is performed for both diagnostic and therapeutic reasons, in contrast with that for outpa¬ tients in whom bronchoscopy is performed mainly to make diagnoses; (3) repeated FFB is often required.
The largest obstacle to FFB in small children is the lack of appropriate bronchoscopes. Most 
